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Nursing
Nurses play a critical role in nearly all phases of emergency care, and most nurses will provide that care outside of a pediatric specialty environment. Therefore, the committee takes the position that advanced training and certification in the areas of emergency, trauma, critical care, and rehabilitation nursing must address the proper care of children. Similarly, those nurses and nurse practitioners who practice in a primary care setting need training that will prepare them to provide appropriate emergency care to their pediatric patients.
The current core curricula established by the ENA for emergency nursing (Rea et al., 1987) and by the Rehabilitation Nursing Foundation for rehabilitation (Mumma, 1987) have been found to include little pediatric content (Fredrickson, 1992). In contrast, the ENA's Trauma Nurse Core Course (ENA, 1988) has integrated pediatric material throughout the entire course. The core curriculum from the American Association of Critical Care Nurses (AACN, 1990) covers limited pediatric material, but a separate pediatric certification program has been developed (Carla Stallworth, AACN, personal communication, November 1992). The ENA is also scheduled to begin offering in early 1993 a newly developed Pediatric Emergency Nursing course (Etcetera, 1992).
Nurses play a significant role in two other aspects of EMS system operation. First, they may provide radio responses (with physician oversight) when prehospital providers request medical guidance and authorization to perform ALS procedures; they are designated mobile intensive care nurses (MICNs) in some EMS systems. No core curriculum has been developed for MICN training, and the pediatric content of the courses now offered is generally limited (Fredrickson, 1992). There is also no standard training program available for nurses who provide air or ground transport care for critically ill and injured children.
The presence of pediatric committees and interest groups in organizations such as the ENA, AACN, and the Association of Rehabilitation Nurses (ARN) is encouraging the development of new pediatric curricula and training programs in those fields. (Some of these are discussed later in this chapter in the context of continuing education for emergency care providers.) The ARN, for example, is developing a scope of practice for pediatric rehabilitation that may well influence pediatric training in that field (Fredrickson, 1992).
The increasing attention to emergency care for children in the nursing community is most welcome. In the committee's view, it is essential that this training not be limited to specialized courses addressing only pediatric care. Training and certification in all aspects of emergency care, including and in caring for children with special health care needs. In addition, the committee recommends that accreditation organizations require that curricula for EMT-Paramedic programs include training in advanced life support for children.y concerns (Shaperman and Backer,t violence and various unintentional injuries.rough Hill-Burton and the disease-category approaches of RMPs.e affiliated with nearbydetermined through questions based on instruments developed by the RAND Corporation's Health Insurance Experiment (citing Eisen et al., 1980).
